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SHRI NEPAL CHANDRA SUTRADHAR (POSTHUMOUS)

Shri Nepal Chandra Sutradhar is a renowned Chhau artist who has created history
in the field of Chhau dance and mask making. Shri Sutradhar is widely recognised for his
immense contribution for the development of traditional form of Chhau dance and unique
way of making chhau mask. This has made Purulia, West Bengal and India a home of
unique traditional dance and craftmanship.

2. Born on 5" August, 1939, Shri Sutradhar received his early education from Tunturi
H.S. School and completely devoted himself in Chhau dance and Chhau mask making. In
his course of life, he participated in many workshops and excelled in this performing art
form not only in various states of India, but abroad. Trained under Guru Gambhir Singh
Mura from the age of 12, Shri Sutradhar excelled in exceptional techniques of Chhau dance
and mesmerized the audience on stages.

S Shri Sutradhar's artistic skills in Chhau dance and the minute techniques in
making Chhau masks won the hearts of millions. He was invited to perform Chhau dance
from the foreign countries like the USA, Scotland, New Zealand, and so on. He participated
in various workshops in Chhau mask making in and around the world. He participated in
North American Bengali conference in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, Philadelphia Museum
of Artin 1997.1In 2001 he visited Edinburgh, Scotland for the Dussehra festival project.

4, Shri Sutradhar was invited by Scottish India Art forum as a reputed Chhau mask-
maker and performer in Edinburgh Festival. The spectacular Ten Headed Mask he made
during the workshop was widely praised and immediately bought by the National Museums
of Scotland as unique piece of art. He also participated in 17" American Bengali
Conference, USA, Asia New Zealand Diwali Festival of Light in Auckland, Wellington in
October, 2007.

5. Shri Sutradhar performed as Chhau dancer and artist in Taj Bengal, Kolkata in the
inaugural ceremony of British Airways, attended workshops at National Institute of
Fashion Technology, New Delhi, excelled in Surajkund Crafts Mela, 2008.

6. Shri Sutradhar is the recipient of numerous awards and honours. He has been
conferred the title of “Kala Mani” award in Surajkund Crafts Mela, in 2008. He got
recognition from Sangeet Natak Akademi in August 2019, Certificate of Participation in
International Museum Expo 2023, Recognition from National Institute of Fashion
Technology, Certificates from Kutir O Khudra Shilpodhikar under Government of West
Bengal, American Bengali Conference, Philadelphia, USA, 1997, Recognition in Dussehra,
2001 by National Museum of Scotland.

\7. Shri Sutradhar passed away on 4" November, 2023. /
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